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III. An Explanation of an ancient Infcription 
difcovered at Rutchefter, the lafi Station in 
England, upon the Roman Wall* 1744 ; 
by John Taylor, LLD. Chancellor of Lin¬ 
coln, and Regijler of the Univerfty of 
Cambridge. 

Read Jan. 15, 

1746-. 7 

IMP. CAES. M. AVRELIOi 
SE VERO. ANTONINO. 

AVl pio.felici.K.parthic. 

i e. MAX.BRIT.MAX.GERM. 

Augujlo. MAX.PONTIFICI.MAXIM. 

TRIB.POTEST.XVIII.IMP.il. 

COS.IIII.PROCOS.P.P.COM. 

PI DA. VARDVL.CREQ® ANO 

yNANA .FECIT.SVB.CVRA.TCO 

LEGOCX.GR. 

According to the Copy given me by Dr. Hunter 
of 'Durham* who copied the Infcription this laft 
Summer. 

This Infcription addreffed to Caracalla has nothing 
in it very lingular, except the Title of the Cohort 
that dedicated it, namely, 

pida.vardvl.creO®anonnana. 

<S)ficerning which I Khali offer thefe few Conje&ures. 

The 
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The Varduli were a People of Hifpanta cHerier, 
mentioned by Pomponius Mela and others 5 and arc 
recorded now, in no lefs than three Infcriptions, to 
have ferved in Britain as Auxiliaries, The two 
other are printed in Horjley s Britannia Romana, 
Northumb. N°. xciv^. Thtrh. xxvi. We find Troops 
of feveral Nations to have been here upon the fame 
Occafion, as Cohorsprima,fecunda, fyc. Batavorutn, 
Dacorum, Nerviorum, Tmgr or urn , *Delmatarum, 
Thracum, &c. 

This Cohort of the Varduli is intituled fid a, a 
very common Appellation, and moreover creo®a- 
monnana ; the laft Letters of which I feparate, and 
read without inferting a fingle Letter antonini- 
ana, thus, antoiIiJana. Nothing is fo frequent 
in Infcriptions, as this compendiary Way of writing 
Antoninvs, and its Derivatives. Thus in Horjlefs 
Infcriptions, 

m.avr.aktojIno.pio. 

North, cxi11. 

M.AVRELI.AKTONINI.PII.FELIC. 

North, xciv s 


COH.ini.BR. 

avtonnia. 

North, lxxvi. 

Upon this Hint therefore I am perfuaded, that 
when the Stone is next infpe&ed, thefe little apices 
will appear, which are cafily overlook'd, when this 
brief Manner of Writing is not expected or attended 
to. 


X X 2 


la 
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Ill regard to the Appellation Antoniniana, it is ob- 
iervable of the ancient Militia, that feveral of their 
Cohorts and Legions, as well Roman as Provincial, 
complimented themfelves with the Imperial Sur¬ 
name, of which T fhall produce fome Inftances. 

DIS. MANIBVS. 

C. ANTONI. C. F, 

OVF. AEGRILLI, 

MIL. LEG. VII. CLAVDIAE. 

PIAE. FELIC. ET. FIDEL. 

VIX. ANN. XXXIIX. 

M. VII. D. VI I r. 

M. AEGR1LIVS. FRATRI 
DVLCISSIMO. F. C. 

Gruter. dxxi. 4 . 

I. O. M. 

COH. I. AEL. 

DA. GORD 
.ANA. 

Horjl. Cumberl. vm. 

i. e. 

lovi Optimo Maximo COH ors \ ma . ADLia DA corum 
GORDIANA. 

NVMINI FOR 
T1S.FORTVNE. 

M. AVRELIVS. 

MARINVS. MIL. 

COH. VII. PR. P. V. 

•5EVER1ANAE. 

Gruter. mxiii. 10 . 

/♦ 

COHortis VH*"* Vitoria P ite Ytflrkis SEVE- 
RIANAE. But 
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But the Imperatorial Addition antoniniana is 
perhaps the mod frequent of any, as the Name of 
Antoninus was a (Turned by a long Series of Empe¬ 
rors. 


DEAE. EPONAE. M. OPILIVS. RESTIO. 

MILES. LEG. XXII. ANTONINIANAE.P.P.F. 

Gruter. lxxxvii. 4 .. 


H. D. D. 

DEABVS. MATR. 

1VLIVS. REGVLVS. MI 
LES. LEGIONIS. VI. 

ANTONINIANE. 

Gruter . xcn. 2. 


D. M. 

MARINA. SECVN 
DINA. VIX. ANN. LIII. 

L. AVRELIA. SATVR. 

VIX. ANN. XXI. 

L. AVRELIVS. INGENVVS. 

MILES. LEG.XIII. GEM. 

ANTON INI ANAE. 

MATR I. ET. SO 

RORI.POSVIT. 

Gruter . dxxviii. s* 


o. 
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D. 

ET. MEMORIAE. 

AETERNAE. VE 
GETINIAE.RO 
MAN A E. MEM 
MIVS. R VS TIC VS. 

MILES. LEG. V. 

VICTRICIS. AN 
TONINIAN. CON 
IVGI. INNOCENTISSI 
MAE. LOCO. PERE 
"GRINO. DEFVNCT. 

-P. C. ET. SVB.ASCIA. T>. 

jR.einef.viu . < 58 . 


But more particularly the two following, as they 
both bear Date under Caracalla ■, and one of them 
the very Year of his fourth Confulate, when he was 
collegued with Balbinus , and of confequence nearly 
coawal with ours. This is to be feen in Gruter , 
xliv. 2. and runs thus: 

P. AEL. VICTORINVS. ROMANI. VIVENI. F. 

AVft.ELIANA.POPA.MIL. COH. V. PR. ANTONINIA 

NE. P.V.7.VERI. HERCVLI. DONV.POSVIT.LIBI 

ENS. VOTO.VT.GR ATIAS.AGO.DEDICAVIT. 

II I.NON.NOVEMBRES. 

IMP. ANTONINO. AVG. N. II I I. ET. D. 

CAEILIO.BALBINO.I I .GOS. 

The other -is fomewhat earlier, and bears Date 
between his fccond and third Confulare. 


1MP, 
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IMP. CAES. M. AVRELIO. 

ANTONJNO. AVG. SEVERI.F. 

TRIB. POT.VIIII. COS. H. 

COH.I .VIG. ANTON I N I AN A. 

CN.RUSTI CVS.RVFI N VS.PRAEF.V IG. 

T IB.CLAVDIVS.MARCELLINVS.TR IB. 

etc . 

Retnef. n i. ult. 

There is yet a third, which, befides the Title An • 
ioniniana , and the Correfpondency of Date (for it 
was ere&ed in the Confulate we have been fpcaking 
of) is likewife remarkable for the fame Scriptura 
compendiaria. I fhall give it whole from Gruter 3 
cvn i. i» 


IN. H, D.D, 

GElIo. SANC 
TO.M. AVREL. 

CL.POMPEIAN 
VS.MIL. LEG. VIII. 

AKTOtlrJ ANAE 
AVG.B.F.COS.K. 

I ANVAR.IMP.D.N, 

attoi1no.iiii.et. 

BALBINO.I I.COS. 

What remains to be accounted for is CREO®. 
Which Letters if any one fhould compare with Horfi 
ley’s "Durham Infcription, N°. xxvi. where mention 
is made of the fame Varduli, he will find a very ftrong 

Refemblance j 



[ 350 ] 

Rcfcmblance j and be apt to conclude, that what 
explains <the one, will bid very fair to explain the 
other. That Infcription runs thus, 


. o. M. 

. . . . ATI. COH. 
VARDVLOK. 
CREQjs© 
V.S.LL.M. 


Cll then I take to be diftintt Marks, and exprclllvc 
of Civium Romanormn. And of this I find little 
Room to doubt, when I obferve the fame Marks ap¬ 
plied to fcvcral Corps, who were asftriftly Provincial 
as our Varduli ; fitch as Afri, Afturienfes, &c. 

LPR AESEN TIO.L.FIL, 

LEM.PAETO, 

I..ATT I O.SEVERO. 

PRAEF.COH.I.AFR. 

C.R.EQA VDICI.SELECTO.EX. 

V DEC.PR.AVXI MI.PAT.COL. 

AEDILI.I l.VIR.ANCONAE. 

Gruter, cdlix. p. 


SEXTL.CLASENO. 

.PRAEF.C 0 H. 

Jtl IrASTVR.EQ.C.R. etc. 

Gruter. ccclxxxvi i i. 3 • 


3 >IANAE 
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DIANAK 

SACRAVIT 

T.FL. 

I TALI CVS 
PRAKF. 

ALAE.I.VLP* 

CON TAR» 

OO.C.R. 

Gruter. xl. 3 . 


DEIS DEAL VS. 

ALA. I vlp.cokt. 

00. C.R.CVI.PRE. 

Q^ER. 1NGENVVS. 

Gruter. 11. 6. 


But Bill more exprefly, 

.CEREAL I. 

. .. LEG. in. GALLX CAE 
. . . fn.COH.GALLICAE. 
m/IVM. R OMANORVM. 

Gruter. cdxcix. 3. 

And moreover what kind of Citizens, we are told 
more than once; viz. Juris Italici. 

T.FL.BARSI.V 

ETER.ALAE.I.FL. 

AVG.BR IT. 

00 .C.R.IVRIS.ITALICI. 

MEMOR. FR 

atri.svo.posvit. 

Gruter. dxli. s. 

T. 


Yy 
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t.f.verecvnd. 

MAC KQVES. ALAE. 

I.FLA.A vG.BRIT. CO. 

G.R.IVR. ITALI Cl. 

Gruter. dxlii . 7 > 

The Freedom of the City had been for fomc time 
before this a regular Reward for the Fidelity of the 
Provinces, or any other military or civil Merit. The 
famous Oration of the Emperor Claudius , or the Aft 
for incorporating the People of Vienne in Gaul (a 
large Fragment of which is preferved in Gruter , p. 
oil.) is a remarkable Inftancc of what I have ad¬ 
vanced. Qvid. ergo. non. itali cvs. senator. 

PROVINCIALI. POTIOR ? EST. I AM. VOBIS. CVM.HANC- 
PARTEM. CENSVRAE. MEAE. APPROBARE. COEPERO. 
QVI D. DE. EA. RE. SENTI AM. REBVS. OSTENDAM. SED. 
NE. PROVINCIALES. QVIDEM SI. MODO, ORNARE. 
CVRI AM. POTERINT. REI ICIENDOS. PVTO. For fo 

the laft Words muf! be emended, as they have been 
reftored by Reineftus and Gravius. 

Afterwards, probably a little before the Date of 
our Infeription, which is near the End of the Reign 
of Caracalla , came the general Conftitution of that 
Emperor; the Memory of which being frefh might 
probably occalion the In icnion of the Words Civium 
Romanorum in this Monunnnt. Inorbe Romanoqui 
funt, ex Conftitmione hap er at or is Antonini Gives Ro¬ 
mani effeCt/ J'unt , arc the Words of Ulpian , in the fir ft 
Book of the Dipefi. Tit. de Statu Heminum , Law 
xvn. That the Antoninus there mention’d was our 
Caracalla , is abundantly made good by Baron Span- 
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hem, in his Comment upon that Text, To which 
let me add the Words of 'Prudentrun, produced by 
the fame learned Writer upon the Oecalion. 

/line frevatnrus rabietn ‘Dens, undique gentes 

Jnctinare caput donut fnbgev.libus ifdem, 

Romam (quo omiu> jiert quos Rhenus et I (ter , 
(fnos Tagus mrijlu.is, quos nutgnus innndat 
Hiber us. 

Cottager llefpcridmn quos inter lab: tnr , et quos 
Canges a/it, tepidiqne lav ant fe t tern oj’tja Nili. 
yns fecit co.n-hniit pares, et nomine codem 
JSlcxmt, it doniitos fraternal in vine la redegit. 

What remains EO®, I would rcllore EQ®, ac¬ 
cording to the Model of the ‘Durham Inl'cription 
produced above: 

COH. VARDVL. C, R. EQ. oo . 

For the Difference in Stones is fo minute in this Par¬ 
ticular, that I will venture to pronounce, tho’ I never 
faw the Infeription, it may as well be one as the 
other. And I read the whole Title of the Cohort 
thus: 


C Cnors Jma FIDA VARDVIjram Qlvtum Romanorum E Quiiatg 
Uilliaria ANTONINIANA. 


Concerning which I have fomething to offer. 

The frequent mention of Equeftrian Cohorts, or, 
to fpcak more adequately, of Cohortes Equitata, in 
eld Inferiptions, I obferve to have been a great 

Y y 7 . Choque 



f 35+ ] 

Cheque upon fcvcral Antiquaries, who have been 
taught to conlidcr the Cohorts as appropriated to the 
boot Service, ns the A he and Turrmc were to the Horfe. 
Mr. JLorjley in particular, p. 94- imagines, the Co¬ 
hort prim a Claudia Eunitata, which he met with in 
the Notitia, was intended to intimate, that this Co¬ 
hort had been promoted from the Foot to the Horfe 
Service. But when that Gentleman was led, by the 
Mark or Monagram in the ‘ Durham Infcription rc- 
lerr’d to in thcle Papers, to conlidcr that Corps as 
confiding of a thoufand Horfe, his Difliculty is in- 
creafcd to that Degree, that he docs not know what 
to affirm upon it. Now of all this there is a very 
eafy Solution. 

The Auxiliary or Provincial Cohorts (for of them 
only I-obferve what follows) were cither intirely or 
purely Foot, like the Legionary and ordinary Co* 
horts ; or clfe they had a Mixture of both Kinds of 
Militia, and confided of Horfe and Foot together. 

i M P. C AES An. DIVI. VESP ASI AN I. F.DOMIT IA 

NVS. AVGVSTVS.GERMAN ICVS.PON T I FEX.MAXI 

MVS.TR I RVN I C.POTEST.XI I .IMP.XXI I.COS.XVI. 

CENSOR.PERPETVVS.P.P. 

PEDITIBVS. ET.EQV1 TI B VS. QVI. MI LIT ANT. IN. COHO 

RTE.jn.ALPINORVM. etc. 

Gruter. dlxxiv. f. 

This latter Sort, as they could not properly be 
rank'd under cither Denomination of Horfe or Foot, 
(for they were made up ot both) feem to have ap¬ 
propriated to themfeives the diflinguifhing Title of 
Cohortls Eqititatae, Corps of Infantry with a 

Mixture 
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Mixture of Horfc. And of this Term, fo very figni* 
ficant, and fo little underftood, I find frequent Men¬ 
tion, 


L. BRVTTIO. L.F. 

PAL. CELERI. 

EQVO.PVBLXC. 

PRAEF. COH m. AVG, 

THRAC.EQVIT. 

Gruter. dxxxiv. 2, 


Q. CAECILIO. Q^F. 

AN. OP TAXING. 

PRAEF. COH t I. AQVI 
TANOR. EQVIT. 

PON TI A.T.F.SABI 
NA, MATER. 

FLAMINICA." 

L.D. D, D* 

Gruter. dxxxxv, 4; 


P. LI GIN IO. P. F. 

GAL. LIC INI AN O* 

PRAEFECTO. 

COHORTIS. VII, 

PRAELECT ORVM, 

EQVITATE. IN, 

GERMANIA, 

TRJBVNO, 

MILITVM. LEG* 

VUe 

EVIA. PRAEFECTOc 

Gruter . dl . 4 , 

Tc 
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P. LICINIO. P.F. 

GAL. MAX [MO. 

PRAEFECTO. 

COHORT IS. IIo 
GALLORVM. 

EQVITATE. IN. 

DACIA.TR IB VN. 

M I L. L EG. VII. 

CLAVDIAE.PIAE. 

FIDELIS. P. LICINIVS. 

LICINIANVS. 

FRATRI. 

Gruter. dl. 5. 


M. MAENIO. C. F. COR. AGRIP 
PAE. ET. VSIDIO. CAMPESTRI. 

HOSP 1 TI. DIVI. HADRIAN I. 

PATRIS. SENATOR IS. PRAEF. COH. 

II. FL. BRITTON. EQVITAT. 

ELECTO. A. DIVO. HADRIANO. 

ET. MISSO. IN. EXPED I TIONEM. BRIT 
TANNICAM. TRIB. COH. I. HISPA 
NOR. EQVITAT. PRAE. ALAE. I. 

GALLOR. ET. PANNONI OR. CATA 
PHRACTAE. £tC. 

Retries, vi. 128. 

Nor have we thefe Tcftimonies only, but alfo a 
full and deciftve Proof of this Denomination, and* 
what is yet behind, of their Number alfo, in a Writer 
very well vers’d in military Affairs, Hyginus , who 

wrote 
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wrote a Treatife de Cafirametatione , in the Time of 
Trajan . From him we are informed, that thefe 
Troops Wv re call’d Militarise , as conftfting of a thou- 
fand private Men, Part Horfe and Part Foot, The 
Proportion of the former of thefe to the latter was 
nearly as one to three, viz. 240 to 760, iahead of 
250 to 750. Which little Difference was poflibly 
occafion’d by the Neceflity of dividing them into 
Cent arise and 'Turma . The Author’s Words are: 

Habet Cohors Equirata Milliaria pediies f ptingen- 
gent os fexaginta . centurias decern , equites ducen- 
tos quadraginta, t nr mas dccem. 

And again; 

Mcminerimus itaque ad computationem cohortis eqm» 
false militarise pedattiram ad mille trecentosfexa¬ 
ginta dart debere. 

Which is to be thus explained : The Idedatum of 
this irregular Corps, in their Incampment, would not 
be the fan e as the Pedatura of an uniform Body 
of Infantry, of the fame Number, but would exceed 
it by 360 Feet ; for tnc Proportion of the Room of 
one Horfeman to one Foot-Soldier he afligns as z\ to 
one 

Ornnis miles provincials accipit pedaturam, pedem , 

adjetta quinta - eques autem duos fends, udjiPta 

quinta. - Habsbit itaque Cohors equirata mil¬ 

liaria equites ducentos quadraginta, quos red/go 
ad peditern, ut pedem, quod accipit mile u ad duos 
femis , quad accepit copies, fit dimidia fumpta 
duel urn qninquies: fic traPiabimus rmmerum equi- 
turn, jit centum vsghiti; due emus quinqnies,jiunt 

(ex cent i: 
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ft scent): ncccdimt etc eadem Cohorte milliaria, 
del rail is eqiiitibus, reliqut pedites feptingenti fexa - 
ginta : fit cum fuperiori mille trccenti fexaginta. 

For the Mark <© I account thus: The ultra! Note 
of a Thoufand is either I between CC’s, thus 
CIO; orclfcX, thus CXO. The former Figure, when 
clofed at the Top, cxadly refcmblcs an ancient M, 
thus CD; and the latter, when fhuc up, a Figure of 
Eight inclined (X)- Both which Marks have been 
long ufed to exprefs a Thoufand. The latter is the 
Mark before us, the X between CCs, but clofed 
in on all Sides, thus, ©, if this be in Reality 
the Figure upon the Stone. For Mr. Gordon in his 
Iter Septentrionale copying an Infcription, wherein 
there was the Mark of lour Thoufands, gave us the 
Thoufand inclofed on all Sides, the very Mark in 
our Infcription; but upon Mr. Horfiefs Infpcdion 
it turned out to be the fccond Figure, the Thou¬ 
fand inclos'd only at both Ends thus 00. 

The laft Part therefore of the Infcription is to be 
thus underftood: 

COH ors l. ma F1DA VARDVL ornm Civium R o- 
manorum EQiiitata Milliaria ANTON1NIANA 
FECIT SVB CVRA T. CO.L egati, Tri¬ 

bune, or C enturionis LEG ionis XX.’" Genio Komar. 

Which laft Words arc to be applied to the Empe¬ 
ror, and contain a Compliment at that time of Day 
not unufual. 


■St. John’s College, Cambridge. 
Jan. i. 1744-5. 


IV 




